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WELCOME LETTER

Congratulations

Cheers to the Class of 2018- you’ve made it to this remarkable milestone! It is an honor and plea-
sure to celebrate the journey of your collective efforts the pasts 12 months and officially confirm 
the 17 mentor protégé pairs, as our 12th graduating class of the Mentor Protégé Connection 
(MPC)!

This past year we encouraged each firm to strategically revaluate and retool their respective 
companies in the hopes that by doing so each would transform and redefine the future trajectory 
of their enterprises. We are confident that you are equipped to achieve that long-term vision and 
position you to thrive to new levels of success for the foreseeable future.  It is evident that the 
hard work, focus, determination and resiliency demonstrated by our mentor protégé matches 
will yield incredible returns for all us privileged to live in the great state of Georgia, and for that 
we thank you.

To our protégés, your inspiring entrepreneurial journey is one of great risk and insurmountable 
reward. For those of us privileged to witness your passion, commitment, and courage to redefine 
yourselves while overcoming obstacles at every turn, we say thank you. You have proven that the 
one of the most valuable assets we have in our state is the heart of the entrepreneur. Thank you 
for affording us a chance to be a part of your growth and your inevitable success. 

To our mentors, your desire to impact has always been our greatest resource. We thank you for 
your time, your patience and your desire to work with the protégé firms while equipping them 
with the tools and opportunities to help them thrive in the marketplace. You made a tremendous 
ripple effect far beyond what you may ever fully witness. 

To our dedicated sponsors, our deepest gratitude for your support beyond what finances are 
capable of doing for this program. To our program partners that support in helping we execute 
our vision thank you for your invaluable partnership. 

Finally, it has been an honor to lead this program and a privilege to work with each member of 
the MPC family. There is never a day I march on without learning from the inspirational walk you 
each take day-by-day as business owners and corporate leaders. I look forward to witnessing 
the rewards coming your way, and watching you seize the new opportunities that await you! So 
again, congratulations and enjoy this milestone, you’ve earned it.

Here to serve,
Veronica Maldonado-Torres
Program Director, Georgia Mentor Protégé Connection
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2018
12th MENTOR PROTÉGÉ CONNECTION CLASS

M E N T O RP R O T É G É

UPS 

Cox Enterprises

Turner Construction

SunTrust Bank

Accenture

Iberia Bank

Randstad

Grady Health Systems

Turner Construction

Holland & Knight

AT&T

AGCO 

ACS Group

WestRock

Southern Company Gas

SunTrust Bank

Georgia Power

Bison Workforce Solutions

CATMEDIA

CIC Floors

Clarus Consulting Group

Diversified Technologies

Executive Realty Solutions

Fulcro Insurance

Georgia Green Energy Services

Glory Professional Cleaning Services

Honeysuckle Gelato

Intellispring Technologies

New Creation Labels & Packaging

Paramount Software Solutions

Six Consulting

Slade

Stellar Consulting

Twenty Twenty Visionary
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TO OUR DEDICATED MENTORS

Mentor Company Mentor Name

Accenture

ACS Group

AGCO

AT&T

Cox Enterprises

Georgia Power

Grady Health Systems

Holland & Knight

Iberia Bank

Randstad

Southern Company Gas

SunTrust Bank 

Turner Construction

UPS

WestRock

Robert Friess &

Tiffani Y. Nevels

Marc Cohen

Megan Weiland

Angela Williams &

Tracy Copeland

Vanessa Lane, Christy Dale

Glenda Stinson &

Monique M. Carter

Todd Gray & Clovice Vaughn

Cynthia Burnside

Randy Clark & Jesse Erickson

Audra Jenkins, Floss Aggery

& Norma Marquez

Tremese Davis &

LaShaunda Smith-Pope

Lissa Miller & Adam Moore

Theresa Schroeder

Kris Oswold & Sandy Nevett

Keya Grant

one of the secrets of life is that all that is really worth doing is what we do for others - lewis carroll 
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PROGRAM
December 5, 2018

graduate processional 

special recognition awards

Welcome & Opening Remarks
Veronica Maldonado -Torres 
Program Director
Georgia Mentor Protégé Connection

Kris Oswold 
Supplier Diversity Director
UPS Procurement Services
UPS

Mathieu Bradier
Vice President Global Procurement
Center of Excellence
UPS

Remarks from GMSDC
Stacey Key
President/CEO
Georgia Minority Supplier
Development Council

Remarks from Georgia Dept.
of Economic Development
Mary Ellen McClanahan
Director
Entrepreneurship & Small Business/
Metro Project Manager

Keynote Address
Molly Fletcher 
CEO & Author ( Fearless at Work) 
The Molly Fletcher Company

Mentor-Protégé Certificate &
Awards Presentation

Reflections
Chondra Webster Myers 
(Protégé Class of 2017) 
CEO, WebMyers Construction

Adam Moore
Mentor 2018
Strategic Supplier Diversity Manager 
SunTrust

Wendy Pike
Operations Coordinator
Georgia Mentor Protégé Connection

Closing Remarks
Veronica Maldonado- Torres
Program Director 
Georgia Mentor Protégé Connection
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PROTÉGÉ EXPERIENCE STORIES

WESLEY OWENS AND OLIVER BANKS

bison workforce solutions 
Mentored by Kris Oswold and Sandy Nevett, UPS

Bison is extremely grateful for this program; our experience has 
been amazing! UPS truly took us under their wing as a protege. 
They challenged our existing business practices while guiding us 
to new ways of thinking.  As a result of UPS' commitment to Bison 

and their role in the GMPC program, we have refined our strategy, improved our operations 
and enlarged our vision to include a global presence. It has been an awesome experience. 
Our mentors put a lot of time and resources into the growth of our company. They taught us 
how to think like a Fortune 500 company.

CATHERINE DOWNEY

catmedia 
Mentored by Vanessa Lane and Christy Dale, Cox Communications

It was a pleasure to meet all the talented proteges and to get to 
know all the dedicated mentors. I learned so much from the infor-
mative and varied group of speakers and totally enjoyed our 
retreat. A special thanks to Cox for selecting me and helping me 

achieve my goals. I look forward to all of us staying in contact and finding ways to connect and 
do business together.
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CESAR OLGUIN AND CLARA OLGUIN

cic floors 
Mentored by Theresa Schroeder, Turner Construction

The  GMPC gave us a chance to make connections and to meet 
people that are in the same place we are. All the speakers, the 
retreat and our mentor insights really shined a light on our plans 
and goals; helping us set our company to the next level. Such a 
great experience for any small business.

BONIKA WILSON

clarus consulting group
Mentored by Lissa Miller and Adam Moore, Suntrust Bank

The GMPC program was a game changer for our growing busi-
ness.  We were coming out of a structural reorganization and the 
knowledge we gained from GMPC and our mentor, Suntrust, was 
informative, insightful, impactful and invaluable!  The program 

has transformed our business and has given us the foundation we need to grow substantially 
year over year.  We have already experienced increasing revenues, engaged employees and 
improved internal operations. Last, we are expanding our market share and our brand is becom-
ing known throughout Georgia and the Carolinas.  Thank you to Veronica, Wendy and the board 
for selecting our company to participate. 
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TERENCE THOMAS

diversified technologies
Mentored by Robert Friess and Tiffani Y. Nevels, Accenture

The experience was great! Learned a lot from our mentor,
Accenture. It was also nice meeting the other mentors
and protégés. 

JUSTIN MENIFEE

executive realty solutions
Mentored by Randy Clark and Jesse Erickson, Iberia Bank

The 2018 GMPC Protege Experience was an enlightening experi-
ence that allowed me the opportunity to network with multiple 
accomplished organizations. Our firm gained some excellent 
tools and resources that have empowered our team members to 

perform knowing that they are the key to our success. I value the time spent with my fellow 
proteges verbalizing many of the obstacles entrepreneurs face in the process of pursuing our 
personal and organizational goals.  The guidance and strategic plans that were suggested by 
our mentor, have enabled me to establish and implement processes that will impact our orga-
nization forever.  My team and I truly appreciate the wealth of knowledge and information that 
I was able to gain as a result of Veronica and Wendy’s dedication to providing access to guest 
speakers that are enterprising and innovative.  We look forward to the continued growth and 
success of our organization as a result of our 2018 GMPC Protege Experience.
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ENRIQUE PEREZ

fulcro insurance 
Mentored by Audra Jenkins, Floss Aggrey and Norma Marquez, Randstad

This is an eye-opening and challenging experience without a 
doubt. As small business owners, we tend to be unaware or 
sometimes even ignore issues within our operations that hinder 
growth and success. With the relationships made, stories shared, 

experiences lived throughout the year and the resources our mentors made available to us we 
were able to identify and correct issues we had no idea existed. I really believe that no matter 
your business size, resources and/or management capabilities there will always be positive 
and meaningful outcomes from the GMPC Program!

GAVIN IRELAND

georgia green energy services
Mentored by Todd Gray and Clovice Vaughn, Grady Health System

My experience has been a very positive one. Being exposed to 
other small businesses and mentors willing to share advice and 
ideas has really helped my business to grow. The relationships 
we built will last far beyond the end of the program. All of the 

reporting sessions and speakers were helpful and showed us things from different perspec-
tives, that we may have never thought of or considered.
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ALISA CLARK

glory professional cleaning services 
Mentored by  Theresa Schroeder, Turner Construction

I was so excited to get accepted into the GMPC.  My company 
had been in a transition from Janitorial to Facilities and Construc-
tion.  Turner Construction helped us with bidding and estimating, 
marketing, and introduced us to some of their buyers during an 

open house. This has helped us redefine our trade line of services that we will now offer. We 
have also identified certifications and associations that will help us sustain our growth and be 
more competitive. Theresa Schroeder of Turner Construction has been a blessing through this 
whole process. We look forward to continuing the relationship.

WES JONES

honeysuckle gelato
Mentored by Cynthia Burnside, Holland and Knight

I can’t express how valuable and enriching the GMPC program 
has been for me as a leader. As a business owner, I tend to resist 
participating in programs that can pull me out of the day-to-day 
of running my business. However, the connections, lessons, and 

insight I’ve gained from my mentor, the program leaders and my fellow classmates have 
helped me position my business for the type of growth we expect to see over the next few 
years.  I feel as confident and excited as I ever have about the future of my business, and a 
large part of that is directly related to my experience in the GMPC program.
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TREZ BROWN

intellispring technologies
Mentored by Angela Williams and Tracy Copeland, AT&T

The 2018 GMPC has been a very motivating experience to collab-
orate with so many ambitious like-minded professionals. The 
ideas and mentoring by AT&T was invaluable.

JIM OVERSTREET & ROBIN HOUSTON

new creation labels & packaging
Mentored by Megan Weiland, AGCO

As a part of the 2018 GMPC Protege Class, We feel like we've had 
a peek into the boardrooms of so many successful organizations. 
We have made great connections with both mentor and protege 
organizations. We have learned from a wealth of experts in a vari-

ety of fields. We have the tools necessary to continue our roadmap toward success, and feel 
equipped and inspired to continue the journey.

PRAMOD SAJJA

paramount software solutions
Mentored by Marc Cohen, ACS

When I joined the GMPC program, little did I know that I would 
experience so much in this one year. The learning curve I have 
gone through is phenomenal and the motivation and inspiration 
from other protege' experiences have been extremely beneficial. 

I can't thank the mentors enough for the time and effort they have put in - shows what a 
vibrant corporate community Atlanta has! I am truly honored to be part of this program and 
being able to work closely with people who are truly the champions of economic growth of 
Georgia. Every session has proven to be outstanding – be it Technology, Sales or Finance. The 
two-day retreat exposed me to a totally new experience and I walked away with heightened 
and renewed energy to steer Paramount Software Solutions to new heights. I am confident I 
will be able to use these learning all through my life.
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PARTH PATEL AND SAM YEHYA

six consulting 
Mentored by Keya Grant, Westrock

The program has been a success from the word ‘Go’. Veronica 
and her team did an amazing job of pairing us with our Mentor-  
Keya Grant of WestRock. This was the best thing that could 
happen to a growing company like ours. Team WestRock has 

been committed to helping us achieve our goals and has gone above and beyond to ensure 
that we have the resources we need to succeed as well as direct access to top-level leader-
ship. Every meeting and interaction has helped us hone our business plans to stay on course 
to meet our growth trajectory. We highly recommend the experience to every growing busi-
ness that needs to re-evaluate their game plan and succeed.

L’TRYCE SLADE

slade
Mentored by Tremese Davis and LaShaunda Smith-Pope,
Southern Gas Company

The first word that comes to mind to express my experience with 
my mentor is GRATITUDE. This experience has allowed me to 
understand how to do business with Southern Company Gas. I 

learned that there are opportunities for my business with my mentor. They put me directly in 
front of buyers. They have also provided tools they use in their business that I can apply to my 
business to grow my marketing strategy. I am excited that I have developed a relationship with 
my mentors. They have extended resources and opportunities to increase my brand recogni-
tion outside of Southern Company Gas.
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VARUN JHANEE AND SUGRA NAVI

stellar consulting
Mentored by Keya Grant, Westrock

When we started the business more than three years ago, we 
couldn’t have imagined the course and direction our lives would 
take. Being a part of MPC has altered the trajectory of our busi-
ness and our lives!  The knowledge and insights we’ve received 

throughout this journey has changed how we view the business, our roles as leaders in the 
company, and how we engage the community. This year has been a time of introspection, 
reflection, and growth. Our mentors have been amazing; we’ve learned so much from them. 
The relationships we’ve forged with other protégés and the MPC team will last well into the 
foreseeable future.

EBONI GREEN

twenty twenty visionary
Mentored by Glenda Stinson and Monique Carter, Georgia Power

This program helped me become the CEO I wanted to be so I 
could begin building the company I wanted to see. My mentors 
helped me think about how the company was viewed by potential 
clients, and how we could spread our client base across indus-

tries. I am incredibly grateful for the time I spent in this program, the connections I've made, 
and the relationships I was able to develop. I look forward to putting the principles I've learned 
into practice to continue growing the company.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

SU P PORT E R S

Design byEvent Planning by Photography by

2018 Platinum Sponsor Keith Hadley (Alumni)Kidada Muhammad (Alumni)

Mathieu Bradier
Vice President Global Procurement

Center of Excellence
UPS

Mistress of Ceremonies

Sofia Marie Bork
Engagement Readiness Consultant

SunTrust

Special Guest

Keynote Speaker

Molly Fletcher
Author , Fearless at Work

CEO, The Molly Fletcher Company
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THANK YOU SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS




